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conducted in OD units will destroy any kind of
synthetic liner conventionally installed beneath the
unit.  Therefore, synthetic liners are not generally
recommended for OD units.

Other requirements for waste piles that may be
applicable and appropriate for OB/OD units include
requirements for controlling run-on and run-off, and
conducting ground-water monitoring if the environ-
mental assessment indicates that there is potential for
contamination of the ground water.  The run-on
control system should be capable of preventing flow
onto the active portion of the waste pile during peak
discharge from a 25-year storm (40 CFR
§264.251(g)).  The runoff management system
should  be capable of collecting and controlling the
water volume resulting from a 24-hour, 25-year
storm (40 CFR §264.251(h)).  The pile should be
managed to control any particulate matter subject to
wind dispersal (40 CFR §264.251(j)).  The waste
pile should be inspected weekly and after storms
(40 CFR §264.254(b)).

3.2.5 Subpart N - Landfills

Subpart N establishes requirements for landfills.  In
some cases, miscellaneous units may be closed as
landfills if clean closure is not feasible.  This is often
the case for historical OB/OD units.  Therefore,
closure standards and requirements for post-closure
care that are applicable to landfills may also be
applicable to Subpart X units.  Upon closure, the
landfill must be covered with a final cover and must
meet other monitoring requirements (40 CFR
§264.310).  Ignitable wastes must be disposed of
such that they are protected from causes of ignition
(40 CFR §264.312)

3.2.6 Subpart O - Incinerators

Subpart O establishes requirements for incinerators.
Use of the Subpart O requirements may be appro-
priate for some thermal treatment units including
carbon regeneration units and thermal desorbers.
These requirements include waste analysis require-
ments (40 CFR §264.341), the potential need for a
trial burn (40 CFR §264.340(d)), acceptable
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operating limits for each type of waste feed (40
CFR §264.345(b)), control of fugitive emissions (40
CFR §264.345(d)), and monitoring and inspection
requirements (40 CFR §264.347).  A permit writer
may require a trial burn for such thermal treatment
units if the permit applicant cannot convincingly
demonstrate in the risk assessment a lack of envi-
ronmental effects.

3.2.7 RCRA Organic Air Emission Standards

3.2.7.1 Subpart AA - Process Vents

Subpart AA applies to process vents that may be
associated with units that manage hazardous waste
having concentrations of organic constituents of at
least 10 parts per million by weight (ppmw).  Appli-
cants for Subpart X permits for carbon regeneration
units and thermal desorption units must comply with
the requirements of Subpart AA if the units are fitted
with process vents like those described in Subpart
AA.  According to 40 CFR §264.1032, the owner
or operator of a facility that has process vents
associated with air or steam stripping operations that
manage hazardous wastes having concentrations of
organics of at least 10 ppmw must either (1) reduce
total organic emissions from all affected process
vents at the facility to a level below 1.4 kg/hr or (2)
reduce, by use of a control device, total organic
emissions from all affected process vents at the
facility by 95 percent by weight.  If the owner or
operator installs a closed-vent system and control
device to comply with provisions of 40 CFR
§264.1032(a), the device must meet the require-
ments governing closed-vent systems and control
devices specified in 40 CFR §264.1033.

One of the issues that has arisen in recent years is
the issue of whether groundwater treatment units are
subject to the RCRA organic air emission standards.
Many believe that air strippers fall under the waste-
water treatment unit exemption outlined in 40 CFR
§264.1(g)(6). The June 21, 1990 preamble to the
RCRA Subpart AA & BB Rule does make refer-
ence to wastewater treatment tanks as defined under
40 CFR § 260.10 being excluded from applicability


